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“QUITE simply, there are phan¬ 
tom lights which appear at the 
top end of Woodhead • there’s no 
doubt they exist but what they 
are I haven't a clue.” 

Sean Wood was pointing towards 
Shining Clough, a mountain ridge* 
which dominates the southern hori¬ 
zon outside his Peak District home. 
He Qrst saw the baSling Longdendaie 
Lights there at Hallowe'en in 1982. the 
year he moved to live in Bleak House, a 
which stands just yards from the busy 
Woodhead Pass. 

"It was about 9.30pm when 1 walked into 
one of the front rooms to chastise some¬ 
one for shining a torch through our 
window." Sean explained. "Then I 
r paiisp fl we live nearly 1,000 foot above 
sea level 

“When I went outside to investigate 1 was 
staggered to see large pulsing ball of light 
dire^y above the house, and not too far 
from the aptly named Shining Clough. 
"Wim the hair on the back of my neck 
bristling 1 went to telephone my near 
neighbours at the Crowden Youth Hostel 
Guess what? They were outside watching 
the light in the sky too.” 


What is the 
secret of the 
Dark Peak? 

"In all rve seen these lights more than 30 
times over the 16 years I've been here. 
"Sometimes the li^ts are very, very big, 
and between 50 and 70 ft from the ridge, 
pulsing and moving back and forth and 
up and down. I've also seen three lights 
together, much smaller and together, like 
in a string, moving in an arch." 

Ghostly 

Sean Wood is ju« one ot dozens of people 
who have spotted the phantom lights 
which haunt Bleaklow mountain and the 
Woodhead pass which runs below it. 
Wright CoqKr. A^ose family have fanned 
in the valley for tour centuries, says he 
remembers his grandfather talking about 
them early this century. 

Back then he said they were thought to 


be the work of the devil, but more 
recently times they have been linked witl 
a yam about ghostly Roman soldiers. 

But for Glossop mum-of-three Laveme 
Marshall it is no laughing matter. 

Laveme has never forgotten the night las' 
year when she claims she was cha^ 
across Woodhead moor by strange lights 
- which appeared inside her car! 

The housewife said she was driving back 
to Glossop with daughter Stacey, 20. and 
her baby late one night when four or five 
halls of light appeal^ on the dashboard. 
“They were really bright and dancing up 
and down just like they were being con¬ 
trolled by a juggler." she claimed. 

“Stacey panicked and locked the central 
locking and slid the cover over the sun¬ 
roof but then they split up into two 
groups and we sat speechless as they 
moved onto the back window. 

"Tnen each moved back in single file to 
the dashboard where they re^uped. - 
almost as if they were marching In 
order." 

The Marshalls are the latest to join a long 
list of people who have describe seeing 
strings of moving lights, single balls of 
light and searchlight beams. 

The lights have been seen right along the 
IS-mile ridge, from Torside Castle and 
Bramah Edge on the west, to Shining 
Clough at the head of the valley. 

The local Mountain Rescue Team have 
turned out from their Glossop base on 
many occasions when lights and "flares" 
have been spotted. 

The rescue team’s commander, engineer 
Phil Shaw, has became fascinated by the 
lights since he saw a mystery searchlight 
beam 15 years ago, and logs sightings, 
"Between them, the seven mountain 
rescue teams in the Peak are called out 
once a year by people who see lights in 
the hills and assume someone is in trou¬ 
ble." he told me. The reports have 
become so regular that the police no 
longer pass on reports of mystery lights 
to us unless they feel it is a genuine 
. sighting of a red distress flare." 


Nature’s own 


SCIENTISTS have 
brought out-of-this-world 
theories about Peakland's 
UFOs down to earth wdth 
a bump. 

For a TV documentary 
this weekend reveals how 
lights similar to those 
seen at Woodhead have 
been reported across the 
world for hundreds of 
years. 

But instead of pointing 
to visitors from outer 


Space, scientists believe 
the lights are caused by 
natural electric Belds pro¬ 
duced by our own planet. 

Experts believe the 
lights could be caused by 
electrical discharges from 
the earth’s crust which 
are released into the air 
by mini earth tremors. 

Experiments by the 
Geological Survey Office 
in the USA have even cre¬ 
ated mini UFO lights 


UFOs 

when granite rocks have 
been crushed. 

Ball lightning, freak 
weather and sparks from 
the electricity pylons 
which'run through the 
valley have been ruled 
out by investigators. 

■ The Mystery ol Dark Peak 
- Strange But True 
Encounters on nV, Friday 
night; Earthlights is 
screened by Channel 4 
Equinox on Sunday night. 





Last week we reported how sisters Violet Windridge 
and Josephine Lee saw a UFO from their Harborough 
back garden. Since then our ’phone lines have been 
buzzing with your sightings. And they all seem to come , 
from the same area of town .... MANDY RYAN reports 
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# The Knighi family of De Lisle I 
Close. Haiborough wimessed an . I 
object similar to the one seen by 
two sisters last month. 

Stephen Knight said: “We also 
saw this object while silting in 
the garden. We watched as it pro¬ 
ceeded towards Leicester, it was 
travelling at about lOOmph. 

“It was a disc shape with a 
dark centre surrounded by edge 
spikes and there was a low hum¬ 
ming sound like an ordinary air¬ 
craft and its motion was wobbly." 

Mr Knight added he does not 
believe in aliens but he said: "If I 
did 1 would certainly argue that 1 
bad seen one.” 


• Kevin Paiunan and his friends 
entered the iwiiight zone last 
weekend when they saw a myste¬ 
rious flying object. He said: "1 
was silting in a garden in 
Welland Park Road at about 
7.30pm when 1 saw something 
black about 1.000 ft up. There 
was no noise but it was fast and 
took about ten seconds to travel 
the full length of the sky. It was a 
round wedge shape with a fin on 
the back." 


• The same night sisters Violet Win¬ 
dridge and Josephine Lee witnessed a 
UFO. so did Sue Jepson on Welland 
Park Road - vidth seven other wit¬ 
nesses. 

She said: “We were having a bar¬ 
becue in our garden and at about 
7pm on August 18 we saw an objea 
flying south to north. We thought it 
might have been from the Northamp¬ 
ton Balloon Show but it was behav¬ 
ing very strangely, it moved very 
fast and looked like a darit shape with 
a silver sldning around iL 

“I have a very open mind about 
these son of things." 


# A mother and toddler spotted a UFO in broad daylight. 

The mysterious flying object was spotted by three- 
year-old Nathan Raimi on Friday and his mum Susan 
(pictured above). Mrs Raimi of Welland Park Road said: 
"We were walking down Welland Park Road about 1pm 
Nathan said Took at that* and 1 saw something which 
was bright, white and looked like a mangle darting here 
and there and everywhere. And then suddenly it went.” 

Despite being quizzed by relatives about whether she 
had seen a weather balloon or aeroplane. Mrs Raimi is 
convinced. She said: “When 1 told people they laughed 
at me but 1 know what 1 saw " 



Keeping tabs on the local X-Files 



SIGHTING an unexplained object can be an unset- I 
tling experience - but help is ai hand from a UFO I 
enthusiast in Scaldwell. 

Patrick Leonard is a member of the Northamp¬ 
tonshire UFO Research Association (NUFORA) 
which monitors and evaluates sightings. He 
explained: “We only take a deep interest in about 
four per cent of sightings, a lot are misinierprea- 
lion." He said sightings can be explained by atmos¬ 
pheric conditions, test flights of new aircraft or 
over-active imaginations. 

He added: "When we're interested we’ll see 
where the object was viewed from, then pass rele¬ 
vant infoimation to the British UFO Research Asso¬ 
ciation which collates the details. Some people just 
want to lalk share their experience and are grateful 
for a sympathetic ear." 

Mr Leonard became inierested in UFOs when he 
was just eight after seeing a bright, sharp, solid 
cross hanging in the sky late one night. 

He has not witnessed another strange sighting but 
the memory has remained with him. 

He believes the populanty of The X Flies and the 
film Independence Day have made it more socially 
acceptable to admit a sighting. 

But he added: “Some people do jump on the 
bandwagon and others let their imaginations run 
away with them." He also believes governments 
know more about UFOs then they tell the public, 
and believes the American Government will soon 
make an announcement on aliens. 

NUFORA can be contacted at Fairlight Cottage, 
East End. Scaldwell. near Bnxworih. 


• Th* Marcher. .. Patrick Leonard of the Northants UFO 
RaMarch Association. IRef: 96/9/456/20). 
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Was weird light 
in sky a UFO? 


AN OFFICE worker is reopening 
the X-flles on Tandridge after spot¬ 
ting a strange light in the night sky. 

South Godstone man Alex 
Godden wants to know it anyone 
else caught a glimpse of the 
unidentified object he and a friend 
saw as they walked home one 
night. 

Alex is the latest in a line of peo¬ 
ple who say they have seen strange 
lights in Tandridge's sky. 

Last year, a Hurst Green pen¬ 
sioner claimed to have spotted a 
UFO from his bedroom window and 
a number of simtlar sightings have 
been reported in Smallfield. 


Alex, of Eastbourne Bx)ad, said 
he and a friend were walking 
across fields from Crowhurst to 
South Godstone last Wednesday 
when they had their strange 
encounter. 

Sometime between 10.30 and 
llpm. he said, they saw a bright 
light in the sky. 

“I looked and looked away and 
looked back and 1 thought it was 
very strange. 

“It appeared to be han^g there. 
I thought it might be a plane then 
the li^t went out and a little li^t 
started blinking. This light zoomed 
I mean literally zoomed across the 


sl^ towards Gatwick. 

.“Ilte only thing I've seen move 
that fast is a jet, but there was no 
sound 

Alex described the first light as 
oMong-shaped and brilliant white 
b colour. He said the second light 
alternated between blue and yel¬ 
low. 

“I believe b the existence of 
extra-terrestrials." he added “The 
thought of us bebg the only life m 
the universe is ridiculous and arro- 
gant” I 

-The 23-yearK>ld said his pal was i 
also flabbergasted by what he saw. 
“He's always kept an open nund 
but it’s the first time he's seen any¬ 
thing be couldn't explain.’’ said 
Alex. “We were both blown away." 


UFO’ at Horne 

A MYS'l'tJtlOUS object has anueared in 
Horaecourt Wood and there is speculation! 
about its identity and origin. Looking 
rather like two halves of an aluminium 
football which were once l^ied together 
with yellow plastic tape, it remains a ims- 
tery. One theory is that it is part of an air- 
(Taft which dropped off near Gatwick, but 
bits just do not drop off ainisft. do th^? 
Another thought is that it have been a 
piece of meteoroiogicai equipment which 
has plummeted to earth after releasing its 
instruments by parachute. It coidd also 
have been an unexpioded bomb, but 
where is the explosive? The most likely 
solution is a UR). Certainly it remains 
unidentified surely it must have flown to 
get there and there is no doubt that it is an 
object. So that's it. - a UFO. 
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Pensioner 
in UFO 
claim 

A SWANSEA pensioner 
claims to have seen a UFO 
hovering over a city church. 

Anthony White, aged 72. of 
Dyfalty. claims he saw blue 
flashes come nut of the sky 
above St Thomas Church. 

After seeing the strange 
light. Mr While went in b^ 
but woke up at 1 JUam to see 
the flashes again. 

He said: “It was on 
October 13 and the sky was 
blue and there was a white 
puff of cloud over Che church. 
The cloud got larger and 
thicker. 
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Was it the ‘wave rider’? 


Edith’s 

X-File 

■ A STARTLED 
woman rubbed her 


A UFO researcher rides on a cushion of air 
claims the recent spate and can travel at speeds 
of sightings in the of up to 4.300 mph. 
Cirencester and They are highly 
Cotswold area could be manoeuvre and can 
explained by a revolu- operate without a pilot 
(ionary new American using a very sophis.icat- 
aircraft. ed computer." 

Ron Barrett, who There have been sev- 
invesiigaies UFO sight- eral UFO sightings in 
ings in the Cotswolds. the area in recent weeks, 
said: “I would put Ron Bassett, a retired 
money on it being a new air gunner, spotted a 
type of craft the Ameri- brightly-lit craft hover- 
cans are developing ing above his home in 
called the 'wave rider.’ Fosse Close. Cirences- 

"Apparemly the craft ter. three weeks ago. 


There were several other eyes in disbelief when • 
sightings in the she thou^l she saw 
Gloucestershire area UFOs flying over-her 
around the same time. home. 

Mr Barrett said the Edith Bigg, of Victor 
'wave rider' would be Road, Windsor, claims 
able to perform the son she spotted the extra* 
of manoeuvre Mr Bas- terrestrial lookalikes as 
sen had seen. she stood in her gar* 

But he would not rule den at Tpm on Sunday 
out the possibility of it night, 
being an extia-ierrestrial A laser light and Tire* 
spacecraft. : . .. work display was deco* 

No-one ...from'' ’the rating the skies over 
American airforce was Legoland in Winkfield 
available for comment. Road at the same time. 

but Mrs Bigg is con- 


THE SUN (SCOTTISH) 


vinced the objects she 
saw were not fireworks 


S ® - 
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“Blue discharge shot out of 
the left side of the cloud (wo 
or three times and then the 
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or lasers. 

She is also adamant 
they were not aero- 


cloud gradually receded and 
faded away. There was no 
sound. 

“It must have been an 
energy source hidden in the 
condensation to create that 
kind of phenomenon." 


SPACESPYPROBE 

AMERICAN apace spy scientiats are probing a nqretanr 
mid-air ezpioaion off the Outer HebrMea. 

A maior search and investigatione, indtidlnK ene by 
a UFO expert, have so tar tailed to explain what canao d 
the blast seen by locals on Leeds two weeks age. ^ 
Now US milRary boffins from a spy ntailita bans In 
New Mexico have boM in teucb eritt UK sdenttets. 

They hope to pinpoint the time of the exphreioa and 
by to find K on their sataJilte photo*. - - " : ^ 


planes. 

She contacted the 
Express and said: 
“They were very small 
objects which I saw - 
they were positioned 
close together before 
they darted away from 
each other and then 
joined together again. 

“The speed at which 
they were moving was 
phenomenal.” 
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Merseyside’s own X-files probed 



' Real or imagined ... a UFO 


THE truth is out there . . 
and in Liverpool, according 
to the British UFO Research 
Association. 

Investigators have declared 
Merseyside a "UFO Window'' 
because of the high and reg¬ 
ular number of sightings in the 
region. 

Experiences 

More are certain to come to 
light when the association 
holds Its fourth Merseyside 
UFO conference at The Hague, 
In Maryland Street, Liverpool 
City Centre, on Saturday, 
November 30. 

Speakers will be revealing 
their own X-flles on subjects 


By Keith Gbddts 

ranging from alien abduction to 
an alleged cover-up by the 
British government. . 

-- Anthony Ecciea, from Hale- 
wood. Is an accredited investi¬ 
gator wtth BUFORA and ex¬ 
pects there to be plenty of 
revelations at the event 
He said: “The UFO phenom¬ 
enon Is reaL At the conference 
we take people seriously and 
they are more witling to share 
their experiences.'’. 

Anthony and his fellow in¬ 
vestigator Mark Glover, from 
Bootle, can be heard regularly 
on radio and are becoming 
familiar names on Merseyside. 
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Mystery deepens 
^ner UFO reports 


UFO experU are 
Investigating the sighting 
of a bagel-shaped flying 
saucer with red flashing 
lights. 

Dozens of people 
around Oxfordshire 
"noorted seeing the pale, 

91 craft hovering in the 
'iiesday night. 

I >ia o;:!ect was spotted 
dose to RAF Benson, 
Oowtey and Bicester 
before travelling north to 
Banbury. Police insisted that 
it was an airship. 

A spokesman said; “We 
had been notified before. It 
travelled from Heading to 
Warwick." 



But the sighting excited 
UFO organisation Contact 
International. 

Michael Soper, the 
group's spokesman, said: 
The reports seem to 


indicate a luminous 
white obiect widi a 
cluster of lights 
underneath. 

"It was such an clear 
night we hope someone 
may have got a photo of 
it." 

He said the group would 
be investigating the 
sightings despite the 
police statement 
One eyewitness. Helen 
Knight. 29. of Crowmarsh, 
said: "It looked like a big 
space ship. 

"My sister Emma was with 
me and also witnessed it 
"At first we thought it was 
going in to land at Benson.” 
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Phonesriog 
hot as ‘UFO ’ 
crosses Oxon 

IT WAS ■ busy evening for UFO 
(potters on lUeadsy night 
Ail over the county people 
were repertlng s low-flying 
ob)«ct with red Hashing IlghU. 

Local meoia and the polics 
received dozane of -datslled 
■Ightings. 

The obfect wee spotted dose 
to RAP Boneon, Coi^ and 
Bicester before irsveilLng north 
to Banbury. 

One of the fbet eallara Helen 
KnIgM, 29. d Crowmareh. said: 
-It looked Uka a big space ship. 
Uy Mater Emma wee with me 
end sleo wltne se e U It 
'At Aral ws thought It was 
going In to land at Benson. We 
telephoned the base and Isamt 
that the police hid already 
been Infonned." 

But pence revealed that It 
wet an airship. 
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The 

Headley 

X-files! 

A FAST-moving 
uoideniified flying 
object was seen in the 
night sky above Headley 
Down last Tuesday. 

The UFO was seen by 
a 24-ycar-oid woman 
who said the object was 
about the size of a 
house, shaped like a 
cross, and brightly illu¬ 
minated. 

“It was the way the 
craft moved that was 
really strange - it 
appeared from the north 
and sped off east at high 
speed, turned a full-cir¬ 
cle and then dropped out 
of sight- 

“1 am not saying it 
was aliens, but it was 
not a normal aircraft." 

A local UFO group 
has said that it will look 
into the woman's sight¬ 
ing. 
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Spaced out on aliens, flyim 
saucers and army bunkers 


ROM ms pnrenu' house in Ton , 

Rcnire, tthondUu. MaMnc- >■ Al .lumth 

Williams maslcrmimJs a non 
Slop invcsupaiion inio mu possibility He Tirsi pccame intesesicd in IMM) 

01 an alien presence in Wales. when ne sass sshai ne calls a UFO 

This amateur bui rolher impressne near BuTch Mountain as Ik l/avelkJ 
opcraiion is beamed Irom his bed* lo ssors one eveninc. 
room, involvinji a phoio*copied hi* Very larpe. yellose and sininp on 
monthly mapazinc. various launts the side 01 the mountain is how he 
around the counirv lookint lor secrei describes ihe vision Ti must have 
bunkeni. overhead-proicclion lectures been ,TfiU leet hiph " 
and liaison with Iike-mindcd UFO Althouah his IrKnd. iravellinp in 
enthusiDsis in Bniain. Ihe passeneer seat, didn i see lu the 

Matthew even iravelled to the ezocnence set Maiihew ihinkinp 
Nevada desen in Mav I99.t lo check "This was ihe weird ihinp about 
out a secrei air base, known as Area haviite my siphiin^ - 1 didn i think, 
dl, where the USCiovemmeni is sup* nev whai was mat weird ihinp^' uiiiil 
posed to be buildiop UFO-like craii lour or live days laiei. Ii was ih>' 
Life for Ihe 24-veai-old lormcr ihoujhi oi seeihc somethin; ihpi 
civil servant apparently revolves stranee and not beint able to tcalise 
around his compuier lalwavs handy you re seemc someihine suanee Uiai 
torcrcaiinc tront-puee imapes ipr UK perple>edmc " 

.mapazinc Iruili Sreiers /friirx i. He was recommended a book, 
•video recorder with aecompanyinf li- AHme Toi> Stcei ihr WorWu-i.iV 
hrarviiiilCH include Ul'ii- frnidc/fn I’FO Loiyrup bs Timolhy Good, 
and, ot course. Ihe telephone. "What an eiplosive book - UFO> 

The Siv Hreatiasi and a BBC pro- neinp seen a Soi more than we ihinl, 
pramme call wiihiii hall-an-nour ot and the miliiarv knowint about it 
each other, alihoueh because ti isnoi Siphiints which cannot nc explameil 
j direci line, one or other oi ov natural means and the tact the 
Matthew sparenisdnwnsiairs pick u British Oniernmeni. hv me end oi 
up .as quickly as he docs. 194.S. had deoanmenis inolace Icuk- 

The parents - his laiher is a rented me inin siuit m ihe skies which had 
industrial chemisi - don i really ;ci aticeied ineir ctali 
involved. 'T don't discuss it wiih Manhew cues the Koswcil irKidcni 
them. 10 be honest." he says, "They which alleeedlv occurred in l*M? in 
have pot used 10 me." New* Mexicointhe L'S.A "Pcopledid 

His room is so full of files and cor* see little aliens - mere are plenis su 
respondcnce that he docs not allow witnesses - it sa verv intneuine bass* 
the familv's lively labrador Oliver in because so many people came up 
as he IS likely to send everythin; fly* with the same description oi whai 
mg. was seen' 

If II wasn't tor Ihe mention of a Afterieadinpmans*books-'uia^* 
pirlfnend ithc pair share weird expe* quaint rtivsell with what we are deal* 
nencesi ii would be easy to believe ins with -he became an invesupaior 
Malthew. like some mlrepid BBC in h>s spare lime 
children's drama hero, is obsessed "I sooke to peoole. I look leponv. 1 
with the Idea we are not alone in looked inio cover-ups. I becaiiK in- 
South Wales. vols'ed in carrvtne oui hypnosis on 


Flaps, lights and balls 

CARDIFF has had quite a le» whicn could have caused U>ese 
sifhtiAps over the Iasi lew years, at* '*Ln Nonh Wales. Uvere are taics 
cordinf 10 Matthew, and the South oi manfmlar UFO cnh. Near Liver* 
Waks vaJteys are also a hotbed - pool in November 1994 mere wa» u 
several comjni from Foniypndd. flap • ihe lenn for a larie set ni 
Abercynon and Quaker 's Yard. 

In Uw severMies iheie was "a lot of He has invesiieaied sijihuo^s in 
activity" m Wesi Wale^ « one area Brecon > "ghosi Uphi^* seen m the 
became known as the Welsh Trtan* distance which followed people 
pk. home. More recentiv three peopk 

“People in Pembroke were seeinp claim to have seen a (JFO - “a larjic 
unusual hphts in the sky and the ball of plowing light was seen to 
RAF reported that they were nor ri^ inio (he sky" • near a mihury 
doing any strange maneouvtes ba^c in Brecon. 

peopk 10 look into Uicir memories oi uuiie clear. 

missing time * In ihc laicsi edit ion of Trmh Srt*- 

Around IK months aeo wiih rr% he writer ahcHit bunker 

Cardin researcher Chri\ hiwkr ("Hr •«onriinc. (Other anicks mciude Thv 
was m&irvmcAial in getiinc the Gm* KnII FiIcn. What Aurora' and Lc> 
emmeni io admit Kudloe Manor ii Liikn m South Olamorear and m the 
Wiltshire dealt with UR> intormj' March/April copy readers car choos; 
imn' r and Paul Damon ("He na^ irom Muiiiaiion^ in Puerin Rioi, 
moved to Souih Amencu and !•» car- Mas<s Muroers in White Coats and 
rsine on his research thereMat(ne*< breenn URO inadeni i 
sianed printing Iruih ^eeken k> keceniK he took ihe BBC to rikni 
sifw. a 4(kodd page iKin*orohi*fna» ji a ounkcr site and the MOD poUcw 
ing publicaiion. priced at £1 accosted them 
which now has 50subscnbcrs "Tnev ki us carry on, nci show me 

*'] teel sinmKlv aonui this sutncwi uku agercssive hand in iruni ot ihv 
Dccause J nave experienced som.* cameras, out one or the interest^;: 
thmg.'' Wines was, he did say he knew m\ 

name They all know whai we re un 
to ' 

ince losing his mb w iih Cunon. In his ketutvs. he tel Is people ;moui 

and Excise he has been woramv the anduciion research he has been 
w hile he IS on Ihe dok dvin;. micrviewinv pcooie under 

Particularly inieresicg m miliars nsonusis. He concludes (hat wiih all 
bunkers, he has uas'ClIcd io mve^i* niv sideo evtdcncc > "1 hav’c some 
eaic inem in Scotland. Wiltshirennu sers impressu-c loouec' *■ some* 
Vvulcs - "The level oi securns m mine musi be come on. 
ihesc bases is iiKredil^. ecneralsan * It onvone thinks (his is all madiK'' 

aomirals workins roond the chKf - Matihcw, a losinder memtwr ot the 
alchoueh the bunkers contMCOon' bouih Shales UFO Orauo. would di>- 
w'idt other-worldly presences is never aercc 




' They obvMUi'i^ \ studu’k* 

Ilk available ininfntmiiMi Untnrii.' 
njiciv some scer;!.'* ('rvi-. r ii» icnnu 
Uk evidence wen tnnuiiii ii % sijt< 
pine ihemin ihe rate 
"^OU can \ vci tnniucn in senu 
peopk. The enc inme in.u enance' 
people's mind> is when n happens ii« 
them,” 

In Bntain. ihcrr are some 2 .f>nn 
aiehungs a vcjr. A surves m 1992 
show’ed pererm Ameneurs n - 
licved in UFOs 

IrievuabK. he cciinrs m lor lOkine 
irom ihe kind cii pvonic who believe 
ihc X Fiff f IS a ick' ision progromme 
.ind no more 

M aiihcw rv'ifiis om ihe enor* 

mous popuiarns <ii ihe nrosramme 
and onC'ClT icIcsiMon srvi.isils on ihe 
puranormal suen j* .sif ou/inr /nn 
"A Ini ni I lie sichtinvs I hc;ii 
ihrough word m mnu)i<. nv 
"Nearlv evcrs'nm* ras li.i^i vkmc son 
HI unusual cspcricri.e hc*mc hii* 
seen disC'Shancu crjii* some lu^e 
seen mckci«snafie* wm; me piunK * 
kuvina imassHv smoke iruii 
"Most people wouliUi i nuke ii ui' 
10 he maheious * I imnk me lI1alorll^ 
ore genuine noricsiK, | pon i 
iiiink ll>c^ J inv muenuiioii i' 
ihmk these imncs ur 
* People Oon \ uik ar^tiui n necause 
of Ihe tear ot ndicuk 
"There arc wrnnen who have mei 
ukichs and nushc rven i>ii hoard ihe ir 
craft. There are sutnes about hovv 
aliens have iiime inio ineir rooms ,ii 
nichi and surriiundeo inc bed. iiovt 
these crtaiurcs witn aiiiioiU*sna(H'd 
eves have lusi stOiKi mere lookinv .ii 
ibem.* 

There is. savs Mail new, j loi gome 
<m we don i know aotMi: 

• Truth Seekers Kevicw can lie 
conuicied on 0144.1 4.17K5.1. 
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THE X Flics hsart-threb David Duehovny 
may have won the Most INipular Actor 
award at this week’s National Television 
Awards but there's little lime to celebrate. 

Ace alien spotleis Dudiovny. alias Agent Mulder, and Gillian 
Anderson. Agent Scully, ought to be beadiag for the Clapham 
home of Kklynoafti. 

Tbere, according to Qgi. !» SHIUAUL AZAM 
they will detect an upsurge in ■ eter and moves in a positive 

UFO activily in the skies over oossed the final troniier of linear mode. They're also self- 
the capita]. sanity. Itie former Army vetu- illuminating and very brighL” 

He is so confident of his find- de and weapons technician. He believes the increased 
ings that he's made a bold pro- who watches the skies through number of UFOs is Linked to 
diction.'I think by the middie powerfullanocularsliomaplat- man’s conquest of space, 
of 1997 face to face contact will form on his tod, add. “I'm not "I think there is a lot ot 
be made with aliena. eccentric or paranoid we are all exlra-tenestrial interest 

The S4-year-old from taklDgtbis very seriously.' because we have conquered 

Prideaux Road insists he end He said. “We have potted space travel, 
his four colleagues from the crafts which are rugtv ball 'That's what baa prompted 
Alien Technology and UFO shaped in profile and disc over- them to start taking a closer 
research group have not all. They're about 10ft in diaro- interest in our activities." 


ing evidence mat something 
mystenous happened in the Ber- 
wvn mountain range in late Jan¬ 
uary 1974. 

Armed 

In a separate investigation, ton 
UFO eicpert Jenny Randles also 
claims a flying saucer crashed in 
the area. 

She savs a local nurse saw 
armed soldiers guarding tne 
wreckage of the space craft. 

But the Defence Ministry has 
•'no knowledge" of the incident. 


six feet taU. humanoid in shape, 
but so thin thev looked almost 
skeletal with covered skin." 

The witness eJaims fo have mef 
other servicemen with even 
more sensational infomation. 

They told him they had also 
transported aliens to Porton 
0own — but their cargo was 
sUll ALIVE. 

A spokesman for UFO maga¬ 
zine said he was certain that the 
reured officer was genuine. 

Despite the time lapse of 22 
years, there seems to be increas¬ 
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A UFO appeared 
from under the 
mist and passed 
over Mauchline 
at low level, a 
local woman 
claims. 

"If I had been in my 
neighbour's house. 1 
could have practically 
reached up and 
touched it," she told 
the Post. 

The woman called THE RAF and Air TrafTic Control at Prestwick “We received a number of calls last week " 
her son to witness have been inundated with reports of UFOs. There were similar reports to RAF Kinloss 
groups of white, red A spokesman at Air TrafTic Control in Pre- and Lossiemouth. 

and green lights iri the stwicksaid this week: “Peopiehavebeen seeing RAF staff at the Aerial Control Centre at 
sky. this green or orange thing with a tail flying Atlantic House. Prestwick, believe the UFO 

The lights then dis- across the sky. sighlers had seen aquarids or meteor showers. 


appeared, and the 
woman and her son 
saw a dark green shell- 
like shape pass over 
their neighbour's 
house. 

The incident occur¬ 
red just after 8 pm on 
March 24 — a wet and 
miserable Sunday 
evening. 


But the Mauchline "This was some- 
woman has only just thing I genuinely saw, 
plucked up the and I'm trying to find 
courage to lell the Post out if anvone else saw 
-- and the West of it." 

Scotland UFO Group. A spokesman for the 
"I don't want people West of Scotland UFO 
topokefunandaskme Group said: "We are 
how many little green currently carrvingout 
men I've seen today." research tnio this 
she said. case." 



Ul-US 


THE REAL X-FILES? 


TIM COLEMAN MEETS NICK POPE, AUTHOROF OPEN SKIES, CLOSED MINDS AND 
ONE-TIME DESK OFFICER AT SEC(AS)2A, THE UFO INFORMATION-GATHERING 
DEPARTMENT AT THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE. 



AUcfted space craft photographed at Silver Springs, Maryland by Madeleine Rodeffer in 1965 


O ver the last few 
years something 
extraordinart’has 
been happening 
in Britain- The 
trickle of interest in UFOs and 
paranormal phenomena, which 
has tradiiionatly been invest¬ 
igated by a collection of socailed 
fringe groups, and normally 
fills the columns of a small 
number of specialist magazines, 
has suddenly become a raging 
torrent. It appears that what 
was once considered the 
domain of a few enthusiastic 
amateurs has now become a 
subject of major public 
fascination, increasingly fuelled 
by the mainstream media who 
are falling over themselves in a 
competitive frenzy to feed this 
exponential growth inall things 
weird, wondcrhil and cenainlv 
extraterrestrial. 

The reasons behind this 
explosion of interest are 
complex and multifaceted. 
Perhaps part of the reason lies 
in the tact that many old 
par.idigms arc collapsing like 


houses made of straw. 
Revolutionan’ new theories are 
hammering at the doors of an 
endless list of scientific theories 
in physics, medicine and 
archaeolog)’. to name but afew 
Aclimate of uncertainty has thus 
been created which provokes 
both demands lor change and 
an infectious, all-pervading 
curiosity at all levels of our 
societt'. 

it could also be that due to 
the s-asi increase in interest in 
the UFO phenomenon, whether 
in the form of science fiction or 
in documentaries or media 
investigations, a more open 
atmosphere has been created 
in which people feel more 
conlidcnt about discussing the 
phenomenon, without fear of 
ridicule. With more and more 
scientists admitting just how 
limited their knowledge is. 
being agnostic about UFOs 
seems an ever more reasonable 
position t)ne thing is certain 
tliough: the actual number of 
reported sightings has increased 
enormously over the la-st tew 
\cars. 


One of the most significant 
changes to have occurred in the 
field of UFO research has been 
the increase in the number of 
respected academics who have 
been prepared to risk their 
reputations by becoming 
involved. This has occurred in 
the political arena as well, 
especially in Amcnca. where 
interest in the UFO phen¬ 
omenon has become a public 
obsession. 

Roy Lake, who heads a UFO 
study group in London and has 
been investigating the phenom¬ 
enon for 43 years, sutes: There 
is no doubt that interest in UFOs 
and alien visitors is at an all-time 
high.' He believes pan of the 
reason for this is to do with the 
flood of material coming from 
America. There has been a 
massive growth of interest in 
subjects such as Area 51. the 
noionous US miiitaiy installation 
at Groom Lake. Nevada, where 
black budget' operations arc 
carried out - the building of the 
Stealth bomber and 'Star Wars 
technology research tor 
e.vamplc. Various wiint-s.sc.s who 


claim to have worked there sa>’ 
the underground base is home 
to extraterrestrial discs, which 
are supposedly being ‘back- 
engineered’ for military use. 

Lake also believes that: 'We 
X-Files has had a remarkable 
effect on the British public. Tliis 
programme has acted as a 
catalyst for many people who 
originally were not interested 
in UFOs but have now begun to 
get more involved.' 

Nick Pope: the 
maverick at the MoD 
When We X-Files was first 
screened on BBC 2. its viewing 
figures of 6.2 miUion made it the 
channel's most popular progra¬ 
mme. It's success has been such 
that it has since transferred to 
BBC 1 and isnow showing rwice 
every week. If you believe the 
characters in We X-Files to be 
pure fiction, then think again. 

Although quite clearly not in 
the same league as the television 
character, Nick Pope often referx 
to him.sclf as 'the real Fox 
Mulder . From 1991 to 1994. 

I’ope ran a special dep'unmeni at 
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A model of a 'grey' alien by Steve Neill . 


the Ministry of Defence, calieti 
Secretariat (Air Staff) 2a. This 
innocuous-sounding branch of 
the Civil Service was more 
commonly known as the UFO 
desk’. As its manager. Nick Pope 
was the government s top expert 
on the subject, it is possible that 
Nick had more access to UFO- 
related information than anTOne 
else in the whole country. 

Pope says he horrified his 
colleagues at the .MoD (and 
delighted UFO buffsiby publicly 
admitting his belief that some 
UFOs arc extraterrestriai space 
craft. He has published a book. 
Open Skies. Closed Minds. 
which contains a description of 
his time on the UFO desk, as 
well as a detailed look, not only 


radar operators or civilians, the 
reports would be investigated 
by Pope. He states: The vast 
majority of the 300 or so cases 
that arrived on my desk cveiy 
year could be accounted for 
There are. after alt. numerous 
possible explanations, such as 
misidentification. and a widc 
rangc of natural phenomena, but 
that left a hard core of five per 
cent which are genuine un¬ 
known cases, all of which totally 
defv rational explanation. Five 
percent isa lot. especially when 
you factor in the hundreds of 
people who never report their 
sightings. My best asses.smeni i.s 
that they are cxtraterre.strial in 
origin. 

When P()|>e began his job. 


at important UFO cases he 
investigated, but also ihc alien 
abduction phenomenon, and 
even animal mutilation. 

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? 


lie echoed the entrenched 
sccjMicism of hi.s solicr civil 
scr\-ani colleagues. As time went 
by. though, the number ol 
sightings reported by credible 


Ifanvonercponedal'FOsigliting witnesses grew, (ihe.sc were 
In Britain, whether thev were Irom men and women wlio. 


airiine pilots, military personnel. because ol their social i-Hismon. 




were unlikely to fabricate stories 
of alien spaceships ■ airline pilots 
and RAF officers for example) 
He started to develop a genuine 
passion for the subject, and 
began to read the literature and 
meet all the top UFO researchers. 
The more i thought about it. the 
more I realised how much there 
was tothissubjecc. Icametothe 
conclusion that there must defin¬ 
itely be something going on 
‘Spooky’ Pope 
Not long after Tlie X-Files was 
released his colleagues began 
to draw parallels between the 
UFO-obscssed Fox Mulder and 
his real-life counterpart at the 
MoD. He says he even acquired 
Mulder's nick name, Spooky 
'I would walk down the 
corridors and people would 
start whistling the theme tune 
from TTif Twilight Zone and 
say 'there goes .Spooky Pope " 

I suppo.se like Mulder I am a 
maverick and my views were 
considered outrageous.' 

Regardless of any "evidence 
to the contran-. llic .Mol) still 
claim that all UFOs can he 
explained in icrrcstrial terms 
Since the l9S0s the Mol) has 
accumulated information on 
more than WKIO t!l-X) sighting.v 
much of which is still withheld 
under the SO-vear secreev nile 


It is clear that there are St ill plenri 
of flics silling in vaults that the 
public will not see for a veiy long 
time, if ever. 

Issues of National 
Security? 

The MoD's official line is: 'Our 
oniv concern is to establish 
wheihcrornotthet'posc athrcai 
to the sccunn of the United 
Kingdom. Unless we judge that 
they do. and this has not been 
the case so lar. we do noi 
attempt to investigate runher, 
Ironicalh. it is exactly thc 
issue of national seciiniy that 
worries Pope so much, and it b 
one of the reasons lie gives for 
speaking out. Cases like the 
Rendicsham forest incident, 
where a UFO landed inside a 
US Air Force base in Suffolk 
{which happened before Pope 
took up his post), are of the 
sort that he has inve.stigatcd 
and which arc a source t>f great 
concern to him: We have a 
highlv sophisiicaicd array of air 
defence measures inchidini; 
ground-hased and airhoriu- 
radar, if the system has failed it 
is a ven' .serious matter indeed 
If .siniciured emit of unknown 
origins arc routinely viewed 
over the I K. it's a elear 
inipheaiion that they haw 
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Nick Pope, a UFO believer 
tviebin ihe MoD. 


The more I thought 
about it. the more I 
realised how much 
there was to this 
subject. I came to the 
conclusion that 
there definitely must 
be something going 
on.” 


nicachctl our ilcicncc system. 
In my opinion that poses :i 
definite tlireat to the secuniy of 
this country'.' 

But whether we could 
actually (i<i anyihint; uhout the 
aliens apparent tcchnolottical 
superiority is a very open 
question. Presumably, the fact 
that these alien beings arc able 
to travel acros.s the Universe 
and land undetected in our 
fields, in craft whose method of 
propulsion we can only wonder 
at. might be an indication that 
our technology is. iii 
companson to theirs, light years 
behind. Thus being concerned 
about Che risk to our national 
.security' might be a simple red 
herring, a lustificaiion forfunher 
spending on weapons of war 
even. All we can do is hope that 
their intentions arc benign, 
because it is obvious that if they 
wanted to destroy us they would 
most likely have the capacity to 
do so, For them we could be 
just a diverting anthropulugical 
field cnp. 

Although Pope states that 
his conversion from sceptic to 
believer occurred gradually • 
The dnp, drip, drip effect. as he 
describes it - he also asserts that 
it was particular cases arriving 
on his desk chat were respons¬ 
ible for tipping ihe balance. 
Were I to name one day in the 
three years 1 spent as the 
ministry's UFO expert which 
convinced me that extra- 
terrestnalspacecTaftare regularly 
visiting the Earth, it would have 
to be .March 31st. 1993. 

March 31st 1993 

In the morning Hope received a 
call from a police constable in 
Devon who, along with his 
colleagues, described initially 
seeing two bright lights, 
together with a third, fainter 
onedartingacrossthenighcsky. 
The officers were convinced it 
was like nothing they had ever 
seen before, and stated in their 
report that they were three craft 
flying in tight formation. 

Pope then began to be 
besieged by calls from other 
witnesses, who described 
seeing exactly the same objects 
travelling at extremely high 
speed, then stopping instantane¬ 
ously and hovering in mid-air. 


He co-ordinated the locations 
of the reports and discovered 
that the craft had been seen 
overDct'on, Uomwall. Somerset. 
Wales and as far north as the 
Midlands and Yorkshire. The 
craft seemed to be zig-zagging 
at phenomenal speed all across 
the country. 'By lunchtime'. 
Pope realised, 'it became 
obvious chat I was right in the 
centre of the biggest wave of 
UFO sightings ever reported in 
Britain. 

One of Ihe sightings in Wales 
n’as reported by a man with 
vast cxpenence in aviation and 
maihcmatics. Knowingthe local 
terrain extremely well, he had 
managed to time the UFO's 
passage between two points on 
the horizon and. knowmg the 
distance between these land¬ 
marks. was able to calculate that 
Ihe craft were ripping along at 
about l.lOU mph - roughly 
equivalent to the top speed of 
an F-16 jet tighter aircnli. 

A group of five people in 
Staffordshire described seeing 
a huge diamond-shaped object 
flying so low over their heads 
that thev could estimate its size 
to be about 200 metres in 
diameter - far larger than any 
man-made Hying machine. As it 
went past them ihc\' heard a 
very low humming sound, so 
deep it was similar to the boss at 
a rock concert. The low bass 
frequency reverberated through 
their bodies. Utterly amazed, 
they jumped into their car and 
screeched down the road in hot 
pursuit, but the craft had grace¬ 
fully accelerated away. They had 
no hope of catching up with it. 

So far. the reports had 
originated from non-military 
personnel, so when Pope 
received a call from a meteoro¬ 
logical officer stationed at an 


RAF base in Shropshire, he 
became vciy concerned- ‘The 
officer saw the most 
astonishing sight of that whole 
amazing night. An object in the 
sky. at first stationary, moved 
erratically towards him at a 
speed of several hundred miles 
an hour. At one point it fired a 
beam of light at the ground, 
which swept the countryside 
from left to nght as if it was 
looking for something.' The 
officer reported seeing the 
object for a full five minutes - 
long enough to estimate that it 
was larger than a jumbo let and 
to notice that it was emitting 
the same low frequency bass 
hum previously reported. 

Pope then conducted a 
thorough investigation to see if 
any terrestrial explanation could 
account for some of the 
sightings- that was his job. after 
all. He could find none. He 
realised that there were too 
many visual sightings from 
trustworthy sources to ignore 
the implications of what he had 
heard, and wrote a detailed 
report for his bosses at the 
.Minisuy. This, much to his 
surpnse. went straight to the 
assistant chief of the Air Staff. 

' He noted my repon. but there 
was little else he could do. 

Being a loyal Ministiy man. 
what disturbed Pope most, he 
says, was the fticc that whatever 
had zig-zagged across Britain on 
Che night of the 30th March had 
invaded British air space and 
probed military installations 
wiihuui even being picked up 
by radar early warning systems. 
Its technical superiority was so 
great that, should ii have proven 
io be hostile, there could have 
been no defence against it. If 
ever there was an issue of 
national securirv- for the ,V1oD. 


Mirely ihis one Nhould he given 
loppnoriiv Wlien Pope pointed 
ihis out to ills su|)criors. he 
claims, they at first laughed the 
matter off. but when they 
reali.sed lie was serious, they 
told him to drop cenain iinesot 
cnquiiy'. 

As Pope points out in his 
book, the X'-Pb US Freedom ol 
Information Act allowed the 
release of many documents m 
the States that demonstrate the 
seriousness with which the 
American establishment views 
the possible existence and 
potential threat of UFOs. Most 
of the work was, and is, 
however, done undercover by 
various intelligence agencies. 

It could just be. therefore, 
that Pope s concern at his 
colleagues' cynicism is misplaced 
- few of them would know if 
there was top secret research 
being undertaken in this 
countiy into UFOs, and while 
state security agencies would 
have re.idji' access to all of Pope's 
files {without his knowledge). 
Pope himself would be unable 
to discover the extent • or even 
the existence ■ of intelligence 
daiabaseson all the various UFO 
phenomena. 

Takeaway food? 
Although Pope was sent reports 
of alleged alien abduciioncases. 
it was not in his brief to deal 
with them, so he passed details 
of the cases on to UFO expens 
He was also aware of the strange 
animal mutilations that have 
been occurring on a targe scale 
since 1967, primarily in 
America. In 1993 he began to 
receive the first reports of 
animal mutilations in Britain 
In several places in the south of 
England it was discovered that 
horses and family pets had been 
subjected to an inexplicable 
method of mutilation where 
fiesh is removed in neat circles, 
and genitals and other organs 
bored out. Pope was required 
to refer these cases on to the 
police or to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Fisheriesand Food. 
Unsurprisingly, their clear up 
rate was a little on the low 
side. Pope is now planning a 
follow-up book which will 
cover ihc 'alien abduction' 
phenomenon. 
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The rise of alien chic 
llie current wave of interest in 
UFOs and other strange 
phenomena seems to go hand 
in liand with the search amongst 
• oung people for alternative 
idief systems. The younger 
generation have appropnated 
UFO imagery, wearing the 
popular SCHWA T-shirts and 
other paraphernalia which 
feature alien heads and UFOs 
themselves. According to 
Furtean Times editor Boh 
ekard, Tt provides them with 
oclicf system, something else 
to hang on to . Young people 
are growing up in a world where 
old social norms are being 
undermined almost daily, but 
couldn't their interest in UFOs 
also be a manifestation of 
■hclliousness? After all. what 
'iiid better demonstrate their 
aisaffcction with dogmatic 
ciders than to openly embrace 
the idea of alien beings whose 
power far outsinps that of anv 
terrestrial government'' 

The interest in aliens and 
I'FOs also seems to have 
filtrated the rave scene, with 
le appearance of a number of 
clubs which cater for these 
combined interests. Club Alien 
in London is a good example, 
wheretheorganiscre invite UFO 
experts to lecture at the club 
and to hang out with the ravers 
•' ho can then xsk questions 
i>out their favourite UFO topics. 

Alien autopsy film 
gets the thumbs down 
Nick Pope has been very busy 
this year doing the lecture circuit 
and promoting his book. He 
recently appeared at the Fortean 
i’liconvention held on April 
)ih and 2lst in London. 

■ mongst the plethora of weird 
subjects under discussion was 
the alien autopsy' film asstKiated 
with the Roswell incident. 

A discussion panel met 
following a sliowing of the film 
in its entirety, including ihc 
iitonous lent .sei|iicncc . This 
ivolved a similar type of alien 
oody to chat seen in the footage 
lirst shown loihcmediahackin 
the summer of ly^T, This 
sct|uencc |>roved to he cvl-ii 
Ic.ss convincing thaiulie tootage 
shot in ilie •;iiiiops\ room I'lic 



quality of the film wasappalling. 
It was badly underexposed, shot 
with a single camera that 
remained fairly stationary, and 
failed to show any revealing 
derails xs the autopsy took place. 
The story was that this autopsy- 
had been conducted in a tent 
because of the urgent need to 
operate on the badly decompo¬ 
sing body. 

The footage was presented 
by Philip .Vlanile. head of the 
famous British UFO Research 
Association (BUFORA). who 
has received a great deal of 
criticism from the UFO 
community for his -support of 
and association with Mr. 
Santilli. the producer who 
claims to have bought the 
footage from the US military 
cameraman who shot it in 194*’. 


Files, the alien autopsy footage 
has attracted a huge amount of 
mass media attention and it has 
therefore succeeded in 
exposing a vast world-wide 
audience to the existence of 
the UFO phen-omenon. it has 
clearly illustrated that the 
public (and UFO experts) arc 
far less gullible than many 
expected them to be. and it has 
clearly been one of the major 
factors responsible for trigger¬ 
ing the exponential growth of 
interest in many of the more 
serious aspects of the whole 
alien and UFO subject in 
general. 

But. as one panel member 
obsers-ed. much of the Interest 
in the footage probably stcm.s 
from the fact that two main 
questions still have to be 


able to convince the sceptics of 
the reality of the phenomenon, 
whether they be from the 
general public or from the ranks 
of government.' 

Pope says that his three 
years spent investigating UFOs 
for the government was a real 
voyage of discovery, and one 
that has turned his world view 
completely inside out. He 
concludes that the implication.s 
of the reality of an alien 
presence on canh arc beyond 
the means of adequate- 
expression: It is beyond the 
scope of any single individual 
to comprehend or put into 
words. There's no doubt that i/ 
such a presence were officiallv 
established it would change the 
way humanity views itself for 
ever. 


Dunng the discussion on the 
authenticity of the footage, 
chaired by Mantle, the over¬ 
whelming conscn.sus wras that 
this was an elaborate hoax. 
When the audience were asked 
if they thought it was a fake, 
practically all hands .shot up. 

The most interesting aspect 
of the Santilli film is that it is 
still the centre of so much 
attention Despite 99 per cent 
of the UFO commimiiy 
condemning it as a luiax. it 
continues to fascinate the 
pujslic. In tact, if the tooiagc is 
part of some elahorate 
disi 11 formation campaign 
ilcsigncd to discredit the 
Ko.swell crash, it seems to have 
backl'ired draniaiicallv. I.ikc 
.\rca s 1. .Nick Pope, and //*(• .V- 


answered: Who made the film 
and why was it madei’ He also 
points out that, although he 
believes it to be a hoax. 'No one 
has actually come along with 
absolute proof that it's a fake. 
Which leaves the iincomfonable 
clement of possibility that it 
could yet turn out to be real'. 
Open skies but a lot of 
closed minds 
Popcclaims. optimistically, that: 

When people read my b<H>k it 
will change their attitudes in a 
very- profound way A lot oi 
material in there is very 
scn.sational and there are a lot of 
gre-jt c-asestliai will make peopk- 
Uiok at tliis in a wliole iiew 
lighi. Hut he adds that: -Until 
we have tile start key of an actual 
t 1-0 vou are not going ui In- 


When I persisted in asking 
him where he thought the 
answers to the UFO phenom¬ 
enon lie, he finailv replied: If 
you want to know where the 
answer is to what is actually 
going on with the whole UFO 
and alien .subject, the place to 
find it is almo.st definitely buried 
somewhere deep within the 
American government.' 

Given the seemingly 
imtiucnchahlc public thirst for 
more information, and its need 
to be given some real answers, 
perhaps one day iho.se secrei.s 
will finally emerge. B 

Nick Pope's book Open Skiesrl 
Closed M»nds is published by Simon 
& Schuster ond is pvaiiobie in 
hordbpck ol £14.99. 
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